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EVENT INFORMATION 

TITLE Astrochemistry: From Micrometers to Megaparsecs – A symposium in the honour 
of John H. Black 

PLACE Chalmers, Göteborg, Sweden (no webpage set up yet) 

ORGANISER’S 
INSTITUTE NAME 

Chalmers University of Technology, SE-41295 Gothenburg, Sweden 

Eva Wirström, eva.wirstrom@chalmers.se 

DATE 24-28 June, 2019 

NO. OF PARTICIPANTS 100-150 

TOTAL EVENT COST 30000 Euro (excl. travel, lodging for participants) 

RADIONET  SUPPORT 5250 Euro 

OTHER SOURCES OF 
FUNDING 

None approved, but funding will also be sought from, for example, the Swedish 
Research Council. 

REQUEST  
(max. 2 pages) 

Short abstract 
of the event  

Through astrochemistry, effects on atomic scales are directly linked to the formation and 
evolution of planets, stars, interstellar clouds, and galaxies across the universe. The 
scientific purpose of this symposium is to highlight the fundamental connection between 
the theory of microscopic processes studied on Earth and the understanding of 
phenomena in a wide range of space environments. In tandem with observations of 
increasing detail and sensitivity, enabled by technological development, this interplay 
has been key in advancing the field during the last 30 years, and will become even 
more important as we move forward into the era of exciting new facilities such as JWST 
and the SKA.  
The symposium is organised in honour of Prof. John H. Black, who throughout his 
career has demonstrated an outstanding ability to grasp, apply, and explain these 
connections - always maintaining a cosmic perspective regardless of scales or 
wavelengths. 
 

Relevance for 
RadioNet  

Astrochemistry is one of the research fields which has grown most during the last 30 
years, to a large extent because of the growing inventory of molecular species in many 
types of environments, enabled by the increasing capabilities at RadioNet facilities. This 
one-week symposium is a cross-disciplinary event where radioastronomers will meet 
and interact with other observers, theorists, laboratory chemists/physiscists, and 
spectroscopists.  
The SOC (consisting of chair Eva Wirström, Chalmers; Susanne Aalto, Chalmers; 
Gunnar Nyman, Gothenburg University; Ewine van Dishoeck, Leiden Observatory; 
Maryvonne Gerin, LERMA-LRA; Amiel Sternberg, Tel Aviv University; Eric Herbst, 
University of Virginia; Naoki Watanabe, Hokkaido University) has sent out invitations to 
20 speakers, out of which at least 14 will present observational results from ground- and 
space-based facilities, and at least four of them mainly from RadioNet facilities. The 




